
INTRODUCTION

Over the past year I have been involved in researching the family history of the Wald and 

Madlinger families of Dayton, Ohio and Sasbachried, Baden, Germany. This compiling of all my 

research is being made in order to share the information with family members. I am presenting 

this Family History not as a complex genealogy but in a format that will be understandable and 

interesting to family members. 

Through analyzing all of the research material I have accumulated, I have been able to gain 

a good insight into the various lives of the Wald and Madlinger family members who lived in the 

1700's, 1800's and the early 1900's. Consequently, we are now able to gain an understanding of 

how they lived, loved, smiled, cried, and worked amidst their own special time in history. I have 

attempted in this book to lift them out of the forgotten oblivion of time and present them to you as 

living people experiencing the many aspects of 

their respective lives. Such a beautiful gift of life can never truly be taken away. Those who came 

before us and whom we are a part of shall be remembered and thus they will live forever in the 

minds and hearts of those who come after. 

In this Family History, I have included copies of some of the old source documents that 

were my sources in compiling this information on the Wald and Madlinger families. It must be 

remembered however, that the source documents provide facts only. As a genealogist and family 

historian I, after thoroughly evaluating, analyzing and interpreting the factual data, have had to 

also then make certain assumptions in order to present a composite picture of the Wald and 

Madlinger ancestors. These assumptions were made by combining the information gathered from 

the documents with information gained by an in depth study of cultural traditions and history of the 

times. Knowing about the historical events and happenings of the time when our ancestors lived is 

essential. This gives us an understanding of what they experienced, how it most likely affected 

their lives, and consequently the feelings they most probably had in reaction to their various 

experiences. 

When reviewing the copies of the documents you will notice that there are I discrepancies 

as to the spelling of names and of ages. One has to remember that many people in the 1800's 

were not as literate as we are today and also they didn't remember dates such as birth years, etc. 

as well as we do today in our rigid "fill out a form for everything" society. In addition, much of the 

information’ on the documents was written by a census taker, or government official who wrote 

down the spelling» of names as he heard them being said through heavy German accents. 

Through. examining and comparing all these documents, I have used names and dates. that are 
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most consistent. 

Also, Benedikt Wald who is a key person in this narrative, always signed his name spelled 

"Benedikt" which is the German spelling of the name. Printed‘ sources‘ such. As City Directories 

and other written documents such as census's etc. spelled his name "Benedict" which is the 

English spelling. In this narrative I have chosen to use the spelling "Benedikt" as that is how he 

himself always spelled it when he signed his name. 

As many people are named in this Family History, it would be good..for‘you* to review the 

family chart at the beginning as that will help you better understand‘ "who is who" when reading 

the Family History. 

As an added note, this experience of researching into the lives of the Wald, Kunz and 

Madlinger families has been a most fascinating and interesting endeavor for me. It has been really 

an exciting experience for me from the start, when at that time, I only knew the names of Benedikt 

and Mary Wald, and then, throughout the various discoveries I made about certain aspects of their 

and their family's lives. And finally, the weaving together of all those pieces of research information 

into the narrative story I now present to you. It is their story not mine, I just am writing it down for 

you. 

Marianne LeButt 
July 1994 

DEDICATION 

This "Family History of Benedikt Wald and Mary Madlinger" is affectionately dedicated to 

my friend Pam Perretta, 1960-1992. Pam is the great, great grand-daughter of Benedikt and Mary 

Wald and the great, great, great grand-daughter of Anton and Victoria Madlinger. Pam always had 

an avid interest in my genealogy and family history endeavors and would always ask when we 

could work on her family history. I would always tell her that "someday we'll work on it." Well, it's 

finished now and I know she would be pleased, for it was she who initially sparked my interest in 

it. My hopes in dedicating this Family History to Pam Perretta is that future family generations who 

read it will know and always remember that she was here. 
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THE FAMILY HISTORY OF

BENEDIKT WALD AND MARY MADLINGER

Two hundred years ago the region of Europe that is now present day Germany consisted of 

many separate Principalities, Duchies and Kingdoms of the Germanic speaking peoples. The 

Duchy of Baden was located to the north of Switzerland and east of France in the area that is now 

part of the state of Baden-Wurttemberg in Germany. In the western foothills of the beautiful Black 

Forests ("Schwarzwald") lies the small villages of Sasbach and Sasbachried in the Duchy of 

Baden. The Black Forest had been named for the dark color of the fir trees which blanket it's 

mountainous slopes. The Danube River has it's' source in the Black Forests and flows east to 

Austria. Eight miles to the west of Sasbachried, the Rhine River, with it's enchanting morning 

mists, creates the natural border between present day Germany and France. 

On 16 December 1764, 32 year old Michael Wald the Elder, his wife Catherina Strack and 

some other villagers walked to the nearby Catholic Church in Sasbachried to have their son 

Michael Wald the Younger baptized. The infant was the youngest of seven children. His brothers 

and sisters were: twins Andreas and Nicolaus Wald who died as infants, Hieronymus, Katharina, 

Bernard and Evangelist Wald. The Wald Family had been living in the area for many years. 

Michael Wald the Elder had been born in the neighboring village of Sasbach in 1732 as was his 

father, Ignaz Wald, who was born there in 1707. Michael's grandfather Lorenz Wald, the merchant, 

lived in Sasbach in the late 1690's. 

The rural village folk in the 1700's were close knit people who worked hard off the land and 

in their respective trades to provide the necessities of life for their families. What little leisure time 

they had was spent socializing with their families and neighbors in their own and surrounding 

villages. The neighbors of the Walds in the villages of Sasbachried and Sasbach at this time were 

the family's: Brechtel, Strack, Madlinger, Strubel, Kunz, Zerr, Erhard, Ketterer, Kreutler and others. 

It was in this setting that Michael Wald the Younger spent his growing years. In 1776, when young 

Michael Wald was 12 years of age, he and the other villagers most likely heard the news, brought 

to them via the travelers and merchants who passed through the village, of the rebellion in the 

British colony's of the "Amerikas". None of these simple villagers could have possibly fathomed 

what significance this seemingly small bit of passing news would have for some of their great-

grandchildren and descendants in future years to come. 

On 17 January 1786, at the age of 21 years, Michael Wald the Younger married in Sasbach 

to Maria Anna Zerr daughter of Andreas Zerr and Petronella Lettner. Michael Wald was a farmer. 

The couple lived in Sasbachried and had eight children: Theresia, Anton, Xaver, Brigitta, 
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Magdalena, Josef, Franziska and Regina. Their second eldest child, Anton Wald, was bom on 20 

September 1790. One year prior to Anton's birth, the peasants in nearby France uprose against 

the monarchy and the French Revolution had started. This stirred a very much longing in some of 

the people of Baden, many of whom had long yearned for more liberalism. 

Young Anton Wald grew into adulthood during the aftermath of the French Revolution and 

it's rippling effects on some of the German speaking peoples. Napoleon Bonaparte became leader 

of the French and in 1806, when Anton was 16 years of age, the Grand Duke of Baden along with 

four other Germanic states joined France in the "Confederation of The Rhine" and Baden allied 

with Bonaparte. As Napoleon's rule spread in the Germanic areas, he abolished feudalism and 

serfdom and recognized the equality of all under the law. These liberties were more than the 

Baden people had ever known. Many Germanic rulers however, were unsatisfied at Napoleon's 

rule over them. Napoleon's quest for power eventually led to his downfall with the horrendous 

winter retreat out of Russia which he had invaded with a force of 600,000 men and returned with 

120,000. Many in that army were Baden men. In the end, the Duchy of Baden joined other 

Germanic states and other countries to eventually cause the defeat of Napoleon at Waterloo in 

1815. Then many of the experienced new found liberties of the Baden people started to be 

suppressed. The Grand Duke of Baden started to repress all forms of liberalism and initiated very 

strict censorship of the press. 

On 8 February 1813, Anton Wald now 22 years of age, married in Sasbach to Maria Anna 

Brechtel, the daughter of Augustin Brechtel and Magdalena Kessler. He followed in the trade of his 

father Michael Wald and became a farmer. They lived in Sasbachried and over the next 17 years 

they had 10 children of which five died in childhood: Christian, Brigitta, Leonhard, Martha, and 

Anton; and five who survived into adulthood: Maria Anna, Augustin, Franziska, Josef, and Martha 

Wald (born in 1830). 

Other marriages around this period of time included the marriage in 1809 of Ambrose Kunz, 

a farmer and son of Johann Kunz and Axma Maria Murb, to Franziska Strubel in Sasbach. They 

had eight children including Mathias Kunz and Ignaz Kunz (in 1823) all who were born in 

Sasbachried. In Sasbach the widower Andreas Madlinger, a weaver and son of Benedikt 

Madlinger and Regina Vierling, married to Maria Anna Zerr in 1820. Andreas previously had three 

children by his first wife Katharina who died along with her baby during childbirth of the fourth 

child. Andreas Madlinger and his 2nd Wife Maria Anna Zerr had one child born on 15 January 

1821 in Sasbach and they named him Anton Madlinger. Five months after the child Anton was 

born, his father Andreas Madlinger died at the age of 32. When Anton was 3 years old, his mother 

Page 63 of 101



Maria Ann (Zerr) Madlinger died at the age of 32. Young Anton was presumably raised by one of 

his relatives. 

The life of the people in the villages of Sasbachreid and Sasbach was very isolated and self 

contained. They lived together in an atmosphere of hard work and community sharing. 'As typical 

of all villages at this time, the people were independent and self sufficient. Most families had lived 

there for generations which gave a strong sense of permanency and continuity and consequently 

created a strong feeling of kinship between the villagers. Everyone's role was important. The 

village had it's own blacksmith, a wheelwright who made carts and wagons, a saddler who made 

harnesses and saddles, a carpenter and a village cobbler who made and repaired shoes and 

boots. The farmers lived in the village and went out everyday into the countryside to work on the 

land. They all labored hard and when evening came, the families would gather in their small 

cottages around the fire hearth where the wife was preparing the meal over the open fire. As night 

fell, all the village was dark save for a faint flickering candle or two in each cottage. 

The villagers were enchanted by the forests. Many of the tales told by evening candlelight 

revolved around forests. Among the village folk, a "Wald", the ancient word for a religious 

sanctuary, was simply a sheltered place, a "Wald" or "Forest". Folklore and myths were deeply 

enrooted in the villagers and they loved to gather to tell the tales passed down to them. One can 

picture the Wald, Madlinger, Kunz, Kreutler and other village children sitting spellbound listening to 

their elders recite the tales. (During this time the brothers Jakob and Wilhelm Grimm traveled 

about rural Germany recording the tales. In 1815 they published many of the tales they heard in 

the villages which included Little Red Riding Hood, Tom Thumb, The Seven Dwarfs, Snow White, 

Hansel and Gretel, Cinderella and others in a book now known the world over as "The Grimm 

Fairy Tales.") 

During the years 1820 to 1842, the Wald, Madlinger, Kunz and Kreutler children grew up in 

the atmosphere of village life described above. Anton Wald's daughter Martha, who was born in 

1830, would help her mother make clothes with the spinning wheel and loom and would help with 

the cooking and the vegetable garden next to their house as would Victoria Kruetler and all the 

other girls in the village who helped their mothers. Anton Madlinger, born in 1821, and Ignaz Kunz 

born in 1823, along with his brother Mathias Kunz spent their adolescent years learning a trade. 

The guild system was the way in which young men learned a trade. The boys began as a 

"Lehrling" or apprentice and worked along side a "Meister" in their trade. Later they matured in the 

trade as a "Geselle" or journeyman and after years of learning, would eventually when they were 

adults, become a "Meister" or Master in the trade. It was fairly common for many boys to follow in 
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the trade of their father's. Ignaz and Mathias Kunz learned the trade of their father which was 

farming. Anton Madlinger learned the trade of shoemaking. 

In 1842, Anton Madlinger now was 21 years of age. He had been courting young Victoria 

Kreutler who had been born in Sasbachried on 16 Jun 1819. They decided to marry. It was 

customary for the wedding invitations to be made by the "Hochzeitslader" (wedding inviter), who 

dressed in a long coat, high boots, high hat, white gloves and carried a ribboned cane. He went 

from house to house reciting a poem about the occasion which included the invitation. Wedding 

festivities were week long and happy affairs that all the villagers took part in. On the day of the 

wedding, all the villagers assembled in the Catholic Church for the ceremony. Victoria presumably 

was dressed in the traditional bride dress of the Black Forest people which was a heavy silk dress 

with a brilliantly embroidered apron and bodice and a white ruffle around her neck. On her head 

she worea tinseled headdress covered with glass ornaments and flowers. Anton and Maria Anna 

Wald and their 12 year old daughter Martha would have also been most likely in the church that 

day to see Anton and Victoria Madlinger marry as it was customary for allthe villagers to 

participate in the festivities. (Anton and Maria Anna Wald had no way of knowing of course, that a 

yet unborn grandchild of theirs who would be called Benedikt and a yet unborn child of Anton and 

Victoria Madlinger who would be named Mary, would meet some thirty years later in a far off 

country and be married.) After the wedding festivities it was traditional for the bride to be taken 

from the church to her new home on a horse drawn cart with her dowry, which was usually some 

small pieces of furniture, a hope chest and some wedding gifts. All the villagers followed to see the 

new home and the gifts. 

Over the next five years Anton and Victoria Madlinger had four children born inSasbachried: 

Magdalena in 1842, Sophia in 1843, Paulina in 1845 and Regina bom in1846. Regina died at age 

4 months. The godfather of Magdalena and Sophia Madlingerwas Mathias Kunz, (brother of Ignaz 

Kunz), who had married Anton and Maria Anna Wald's daughter Franziska Wald. During these 

years Anton Madlinger presumably worked in his trade in the village. However at this time rural 

Germany was experiencing many economic hardships. In 1846 and 1847 the harvests throughout 

Germany had failed which caused widespread misery, disease and loss of life. Anton and Victoria 

decided to emigrate to Amerika. Anton Madlinger went to the Baden government to make application 

to leave. His request was approved and he was issued the necessary traveling papers dated 3 April 

1847. These papers list Anton as being 27 years of age and a Shoemaker Master. The passport 

describes him as being 5 feet 5 inches tall and of medium stature, black hair and blue eyes. He had an 

oval face with a medium complexion and a black beard. His chin and forehead were rounded and his 

teeth were good. 
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On a spring morning in 1847, many of the villagers including most presumably the Wald's 

and the Kunz's, gathered to say goodby to Anton and Victoria Madlinger. Anton lifted his three little 

girls Magdalena age 5, Sophia age 4 and Paulina age 2 up into the wagon and he and his 27 year 

old wife Victoria loaded in a few bags of their belongings. Victoria's mother Anna Maria Strubel 

and Victoria's brother, Valentin Strubel age 17, also were accompanying them. Many tears were 

shed as family members and friends knew they probably would never see them again. As the 

horses slowly pulled the wagon away, one can imagine what were the thoughts that surged up in 

the minds of Victoria and Anton Madlinger as they watched their family, friends and village of 

Sasbachried slowly fade into the distance? What hopes and dreams had they for a new life in the 

far away country called "Amerika"? 

NOTE: Part II, pages 7-12 are not included in the binder. 

PART III 

Occasionally over the past years some other families left the village and emigrated to 

Amerika. The German emigrants always maintained strong hearted feelings and ties to their 

village of birth and native region. Letters that came from relatives and friends in Amerika were 

read aloud at village gatherings and in the tavern. The letters of the young Anton Madlinger family 

who had left for Amerika 21 years prior, in 1847, were read in such a way over the years when 

they wrote to folks in Sasbachried. 

The Madlinger family's journey to America had been arduous and long. Upon leaving 

Sasbachried back in spring of 1847, they had traveled by wagon to the Rhine River and then north 

on the Rhine by boat through the midlands and lowlands of the Germanic Kingdoms to a coastal 

port on the North Sea. 

They then boarded a ship rigged with sails and traveled i.n the steerage section of the 

lower decks which was very crowded. Families were assigned a minimum amount of space 

designated by corral type fences or chalk marks on the floor. There were scant sanitation facilities, 

no refrigeration for food, no privacy and no sleeping accommodations. The ship crossed the 

hazardous North Atlantic through occasional heavy storms, high seas and dense fog. Their trip 

took over a month to complete. 

Upon arrival in America, the family then embarked on a long inland journey to a small town, 

only 50 years old, called Dayton that was situated in the wilderness area of Montgomery County in 
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southwest Ohio. How they chose Dayton to settle in is not known but it is likely that they knew 

other people from Baden that previously were also pioneer settlers there. How they traveled inland 

is uncertain at this point but most immigrants at that time, traveled the Erie Canal to Buffalo, New 

York then over Lake Erie to Sandusky then by the slow canal boats drawn by mule or horse teams 

walking along the tow paths next to the canal. The Miami 8: Erie Canal came down from 

Sandusky to Dayton. Another possible, but less likely route, would have been over rail in the 

eastern states and then a long ride by horse and covered wagon over the National Road which 

crossed through Ohio and northern Montgomery County. When the family finally arrived in Dayton 

they saw workmen shoring up broken levies following a devastating flood which had swept 

through the town in 1847. The population of Dayton at that time was about 9,900 people. 

Shortly after their arrival, Anton Madlinger entered into a Title Bond agreement with Daniel 

K. Estes of Cincinnati who owned land in Mad River Township north of the town of Dayton. The 

agreement was signed on 27 July 1847 and Anton agreed to pay a certain amount of money plus 

interest for a period of years for a homestead size farm of about 10 acres of land not far from the 

Miami River and which was located in Section 36, Town 2, Range 7, along the Old Troy Pike in 

Mad River Township. On July 28, 1847 he paid the first installment of $100. (The farm was located 

about 2 miles north of Dayton where present day Troy Pike takes a bend to the right just above 

Kiser School.) 

The land was fertile wilderness and Anton must have worked very hard clearing the land for 

farming use and digging a well. As typical of the early settlers, he built his family a small house 

either from the trees he ha-d felled or from cut wood bought in the town which would serve the 

family until a larger home could be built in years to come. The wood house design was practical 

and probably consisted of one fireplace and a few rooms. It was in this newly built home that their 

fifth child Mary Madlinger was born on 27 April 1849. She was the first natural born U.S. citizen in 

the family. 

On the spring day of 13 May 1849, Anton Madlinger hitched his horse to his wagon while 

his three little girls Magdalena, Sophia and Paulina clambored in. With Victoria holding baby Mary 

in her arms, and Grandma Anna Maria Strubel by her side, the family set off on the bumpy dirt 

road toward the town of Dayton. They passed the Kiser farm and traveled about 2 miles south 

through the woods and farmland and crossed a double track wooden covered bridge over the 

rushing waters of the Mad River and then on to the outskirts of Dayton. Their horse and wagon 

proceeded through the muddy and rutted dirt roads in the town until they reached the German 

speaking Catholic Church of Emmanuel at the south edge of the Dayton. This was a joyous 
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occasion for them for their baby Mary Madlinger was baptized this day by Father Henry D. 

Juncker. She was baptized Maria Anna Madlinger and her godparents were Joseph Zann and 

Catherina Grusenmeyer. The Church of Emmanuel at that time was a small one story brick church 

that had been built in 1837 and stood on the present day site of Emmanuel rectory. Fr. Juncker 

had recently purchased three magnificent, pure white marble altars which adorned the church on 

Mary's baptism day. The Madlingers were very active at Emmanuel Church as were most German 

Catholics of that time. Besides their close neighbors, practically all of their close friends and 

acquaintances were from the church. The church in those days served not only for religious rites 

and spiritual guidance, but also provided the main social experiences for most of the German 

Catholics. 

That summer, fear and dread were experienced by all the people. A cholera epidemic 

spread sickness and death throughout the town. White lime was spread over the streets and 

businesses in Dayton were closed. Many of the country folk were afraid to come into the town 

which consequently caused a shortage of food in Dayton that the farmers usually brought into the 

market place. In addition to the many who were seriously sick, about 260 people died of the 

cholera. When the dreaded disease ran it's course, life returned to normal in the Dayton area. 

Shortly after that, in the same year of 1849, the parishioners of Emmanuel welcomed their 

new assistant priest, Fr. Leo Meyer, of the Society of who was assigned to help Fr. Juncker with 

the growing parish; On Sundays and at parish socials, the Madlinger's and other parishioners 

listened to Fr. Meyer talk about his dreams and hopes of starting a new school. One of the 

Madlinger's fellow parishioners, Mr. John Stuart, offered to sell his 125 acre farm south of town to 

Fr. Meyer for $12,000 giving leeway for him to pay for it over a five year period. The grateful and 

eager Fr. Meyer had no money for a downpayment so he gave Mr. Stuart a medal of St. Joseph 

instead and appreciatively told him that "St. Joseph would pay". In June of 1850, with the best 

wishes of the Grusenmeyer's, the Madlinger's and all the other parishioners, their assistant priest 

Fr. Meyer started his new school, Nazareth, and it numbered 37 pupils. In 1860, he re-named the 

school St. Mary's Institute. (Through Fr. Meyer's efforts, the school grew throughout the years and 

in 1882 consisted of a Normal School and a Collegiate Department. In 1920 the school of Fr. 

Meyers dreams became known as the University of Dayton.) 

Anton and Victoria's daughter Catherine Madlinger was born on 16 Nov. 1851 and was 

baptized on November 30th at Emmanuel Church. Her godparents were Joseph Zenet and 

Catherine Hergenreder. 

On 16 September 1852, Anton Madlinger saddled his horse and accompanied by two of his 
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neighbors, rode the dirt road down into Dayton. Their horse's hoof sounds on the wooden 

floorboards reverberated in the mens ears as they trotted through the dark covered bridge which 

spanned the Mad River. Their destination was the magnificent two year old courthouse at Third 

and Main streets which had been built in 1850. Anton and his friends secured their horses to 

hitching posts, walked up the stairs past the six majestic limestone pillars and through the massive 

ornamented doors which weighed 2000 pounds each. Once inside they proceeded to the court 

room in the rotunda which was lit by a skylight in the overhead dome. Anton had previously filed a 

Declaration of Intent for citizenship on 4 September 1848 at the old wood frame courthouse. 

Today, he appeared before the Common Pleas Court Judge who listened as Anton's neighbors, 

Daniel Barkman and Henry Coleheck, attested to his good moral character and his adherence to 

the constitutional principals of the USA. Then, as Anton excitedly raised his right hand, the Judge 

formally swore him in as a citizen of the United States of America. Anton's brother-in-law Valentin 

Strubel was also naturalized that day. Anton was elated as he rode home to show his wife, 

daughters and son his certificate of citizenship that he had carefully tucked into his saddlebag. 

Anton Madlinger was 32 years of age. 

Transportation into and out of Dayton at that time, had been primarily by canal boats and 

stagecoach. A stagecoach ride to Cincinnati cost $7.00 and was a two day trip with on overnight 

stay at an Inn in Hamilton. However in 1851 the first railroad line had opened from Dayton to 

Cincinnati. A short walk from the Madlinger farm, work had begun on laying tracks for the Dayton 

to Troy segment. In March 1853, the first excursion train from Dayton to Troy rumbled past, not far 

behind the Madlinger farm, much to the delight of the curious children and residents out watching 

for it that day. 

Over the next five years, Anton and Victoria had two more children born on their farm. Their 

only son, Anton Madlinger II, was born on 4 January 1855 and baptized at Emmanuel by Fr. 

Menge on 11 January. His godparents were George Bisch and Catherine Hergenreder. Their 

seventh daughter, Josephine, was born on 19 March 1857 and baptized at Emmanuel by Fr. 

Juncker. Her godparents were Michael Grusenmeyer and Magdalena Strubel, Victoria Madlinger's 

sister. 

Mary Madlinger was now 8 years old. Over the past years her father Anton had built a barn and 

had made other improvements to the farm. In the summer he labored in the fields with his horse drawn 

plow planting and cultivating the crops. In the Winter months he worked at his home as a shoemaker. 

The children would gather around to watch as he sat by the dim light of the window and with hand 

tools would cut out patterns of leather. He then used an awl to make the thread holes and then sewed 

the leather onto a wooden heel. 
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During the winter months most of the family activities took place in the warmth of the 

kitchen where a black iron wood cookstove was located. Victoria baked bread a few times a week 

and cooked the family meals in big heavy iron pots. Large kettles of water brought in from the well 

were constantly being boiled for the washing of clothes with a scrub board and homemade soap 

and also for the family baths that took place in the kitchen. For baths, hot water was poured into a 

large wash tub and a quilt was hung up for privacy. 

Victoria taught Mary and her sisters how to use the spinning wheel and the loom on which 

she made the family clothes. They learned how to make ticks and fill them with fresh straw for 

mattresses for the beds. Also they were taught how to iron clothes with the two heavy cast irons 

that were alternately heated on the wood stove, one in use while the other one was heating. In the 

evening, candles were lit for illumination in addition to an oil lamp or two. The rest of the house 

was very cold in the winter and the children snuggled under many layers of quilts at night. In the 

mornings they took turns braving the cold to make a trip out to the outhouse as their father busied 

himself feeding the hogs and milking the cows. They were doing well on the farm and had been 

able to grow all their own food and raise hogs and chickens for their meat. They were able to buy 

the other things they needed at stores such as Rike's Mercantile Dry Goods store at 17 E. Third 

Street in town which had been opened a few years prior in 1853 by David L. Rike. 

In 1859, Victoria became pregnant with the couples 9th child. Over the upcoming summer 

Anton, Victoria, Mary and the other children grew excited about the birth of the new baby. 

September and October were busy for them all as they started to harvest crops and can food. As 

the autumn winds blew cooler air into the Miami Valley and the trees exploded with beautiful fall 

colors, tragedy struck the family. Anton Madlinger died at the young age of 38 years. Whatever 

hopes and dreams for a future life for himself with his family that had swirled about in the mind of 

26 year old Anton when he had left Sasbachried 12 years prior, ended that autumn day in 1859. 

As was the custom, the family notified their closest neighbors of Anton's decease and the 

time of the funeral. Each neighbor in turn rode their horse to tell the next closest neighbor and so 

on until the news had spread over Mad River Township and into acquaintances in Dayton. The day 

of the funeral was 19 October 1859 and the assembled people rode together on horseback and in 

buggies with the family down to Emmanuel Church where Fr. Hahne said the mass. Anton was 

buried either on the family farm or at the St. Henry's Catholic Cemetery. After the burial all the 

family and friends gathered at the Madlinger farm for the "Totenmahl" which means banquet of the 

dead. 

Incredibly, on the day of the funeral, Anton's wife Victoria went into labor and delivered their 
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baby. Louisa Madlinger was born 19 October 1859, the same day that her young father Anton was 

buried. As Victoria lay exhausted that night with the newborn baby in her arms and the shock of 

her young husbands death, she must have been overcome with overwhelming emotions. The 

children, also in tears and disbelief, must have huddled around their mother trying to help her as 

much as they could. Magdalena was now 17 years old, Sophia was 16, Paulina 14, Mary 10, 

Catherine 7, Anton 4 and Josephine age 2. 

Four days after the funeral, when Victoria had gained some of her strength back, the grief 

stricken family hitched their horse to the carriage and journeyed the 3 miles back to Emmanuel 

church for the baptism of baby Louisa. Victoria was dressed in the customary mourning clothes of 

a black dress, black stockings, and a black veil. Louisa's godparents were Michael Grusenmeyer 

and Victoria's sister, Magdalena Strubel. The warm hearted and much loved pastor of Emmanuel, 

Fr. Hahne welcomed them and performed the baptism. Being the kind man that his reputation 

shows, he must have assuredly offered the family much compassion and support during these 

sorrowful times. 

What strength and determination must Victoria have had. There were no social welfare 

programs or assistance in those days. Now a widow with eight mostly very young children living 

out on a farm in the country, she with extraordinary effort started to work the farm herself. With 

seven girls and a five year old boy, she did not have the benefit of strong sons to help with the 

work. Instead, remarkably, her girls all joined her in working the farm. One can picture the older 

girls Magdalena and Sophia, with Paulina and Mary helping, spending hours in the dust behind 

the horse drawn plow cultivating the fields. Victoria's mother Anna Maria Strubel lived with them 

and helped Victoria with the small children. All the girls would help chop the firewood for their 

winter heating and cooking fuel. All helped with harvesting, the canning of food over the wood 

cookstove, churning the butter, husking the corn, milking the cows and feeding the hogs. 

Throughout the summers, young Mary and her sister's would load their harvested vegetables on 

the wagon and rein their horse down the Old Troy Pike into Dayton‘s town market where they 

would sell their produce in order for their family to make a living. They truly must have been a 

strong willed and hard working family. 

The value of their farm land at this time was $1,000 and the value of their farming 

implements was $50. Their personal property valued $150. They owned one horse, two milk cows, 

and four swine all which were valued at $150. During the year of 1860, they produced 50 bushels 

of Indian corn, 50 pounds of butter and their market garden produce sold for $300. They 

slaughtered some farm animals that year which valued $50. 
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There was a one room school house located on the Kiser farm just to the south of the 

Madlinger farm. Presumably Mary and her brother and sisters attended during the winter term 

which started after harvesting time. The older children were probably not able to attend the 

summer term because they had to work on the farm. Schools at that time were not organized by 

grades but by ability. Two children shared a desk and books Girls sat on one side of the 

schoolhouse and boys on the other. The lighting from the windows was very poor. In the winter 

one pot-bellied woodstove served for heat and students not sitting right next to the stove shivered 

with cold. 

In 1861, the Catholic population had grown so much in the community, that a new Catholic 

church was built on Fifth Street to provide spiritual guidance for the increasing German speaking 

people east and north of town. As Victoria Madlinger and her children lived closer to this church, 

they became one of the first newest members. As they sat in the congregation on 18 August 1861, 

they and some of their neighbors who had previously been members at Emmanuel Church were 

proud to watch as their former pastor at Emmanuel, Fr. Juncker, walked into the church garbed in 

robes of purple. Fr. Juncker had been replaced by Fr. Hahne at Emmanuel in 1857 because Fr. 

Juncker had left to be consecrated Bishop at the Cathedral in Cincinnati and then went on to be 

the Bishop of Alton, Illinois. The people invited their loved former pastor back that day to their new 

church. Young Mary Madlinger must have been thrilled to watch as Bishop Henry D. Juncker, the 

priest who had baptized Mary 12 years earlier, dedicated the new German speaking church of 

Holy Trinity. 

During that same time period, anxieties started to be experienced by the Madlinger's and all 

the residents of the county because of the increasing rift of relations between the southern 

agricultural slave owning states and the industrial northern states. Their worst fears were realized 

in early 1861 when hostilities broke out in the east at Fort Sumpter. Mary Madlinger was 11 years 

old when Abraham Lincoln was inaugurated President of the United States on 4 March 1861. Mr. 

Lincoln asked for troops to defend the Union and the Governor of Ohio responded by starting 

recruitment. In April 1861, the Montgomery Guard Militia made up of the Irish, the Lafayette Guard 

Militia made up of the ethnic Germans, and the Dayton Light Artillery, a "colored" company were 

the first to leave Dayton for Columbus to be assigned to the First Regiment Ohio Volunteers. As 

they marched to the train depot on Sixth Street, the streets of Dayton were crowded with people 

cheering and pouring out their heart filled expressions of sentiments of good wishes. 

Over the next four years this scene was repeated over and over as the young men of 

Montgomery County marched off to aid the Union Army and the Dayton streets were packed with 
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people waving flags. Friends and relatives wept goodbyes as their fathers, brothers and sons 

marched off. Soldiers Aid Societies were formed in the county to help raise money to support the 

families left behind by the troops. All the churches started Aid Societies and it can be assumed 

that Mary Madlinger, her mother and sisters were active at Holy Trinity's Aid Society, helping to 

sew flannel shirts, havelocks and caps and collect blankets for the troops. "Camp Dayton" was set 

up on the Fairgrounds to quarter the soldiers. The defeat of the Union forces at Bull Run created a 

demoralizing effect on the people of Dayton who thought the war would be short. As the emotional 

cloud of war hung over the city, recruiting tents were set up on the courthouse lawns. Everyone 

tried to help in any way they could. Farmers from all over Montgomery County would bring wagon 

loads of wood into Dayton and the young boys of the town would form brigades to cut the wood to 

give to the absent soldiers families. 

Young Mary Madlinger spent her early adolescent years during these dark years of the war. 

What thoughts, worries and emotions she, as a young girl must have felt as she watched neighbor 

men and boys and the family's friends from the church leave for the war. She and her family also 

experienced the anxieties of all the people of the Dayton area as telegraph wires brought in the 

news of various battles and casualties. A notice board was put up outside the courthouse to list 

the Montgomery County men who died. Families of the soldiers checked the board with fear 

hoping not to find their relatives name listed. Young Mary must have been filled with compassion 

as more and more during those four years she saw emotional distraught mothers and wives who 

found out their loved husbands and sons would never come home to Dayton. 

On 9 March 1864 the Dayton newspapers informed the people that General Ulysses Grant 

was placed in Supreme Command of the Union Army. In November 1864 the Dayton churches 

and Aid Societies responded to an urgent need by making bandages to send to the front. On 3 

April 1865, news came over the telegraph wire of the fall of Richmond and on April 9, the Dayton 

newspapers told of the most welcomed news that General Lee had surrendered a Appomattox 

Courthouse in Virginia. The people from the county and Dayton poured into the streets of the 

town to celebrate with tears in their eyes and an outpouring of tremendous relief. All the church 

bells in Dayton rang in jubilation. Mary Madlinger, now 15 years of age, and her family shared the 

joy of all that peace had finally come. However, five days later on April 14th, young Mary and her 

family and all the people of Dayton were stunned by the news that came over the telegraph wires. 

President Abraham Lincoln had been assassinated. The joyous elations of the Montgomery 

County folk suddenly turned to stunned grief. On 19 April 1865, all the business in Dayton were 

closed and as bells in the city tolled slow lament, all the Dayton churches held religious services 
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for the President. Victoria Madlinger, 15 year old Mary, her brother Anton and all of her sisters, 

traveled down to Holy Trinity church with heavy hearts, to attend the memorial service for 

Abraham Lincoln. 

During the war, two of Mary's sisters had married. Sophia Madlinger, age 19, had married 

Phillip Hambrecht on 21 July 1862 at St. Johns German Evangelical Lutheran Church in Dayton. 

Phillip was employed as a butcher, and he and Sophia moved to a farm on the Brandt Pike in Mad 

River Township. The eldest sister, Magdalena at age 22 married Anton Wassum on 9 June 1864 at 

Holy Trinity Church in Dayton. Anton worked at one of the Dayton brewery companies. 

Victoria and her children had worked so hard the past six years with their market garden, 

they were able to pay off the rest of the money, $600, for their farm. On 4 Feb 1865, D.K. Estes 

gave them the deed to the farm. The deed was issued to Magdalena, Sophia, Pauline, Mary, 

Catherine, Anton, Josephine and Louisa Madlinger, heirs of the late Anton Madlinger and provided 

that Victoria had the right to live there as she was the widow of Anton. Their yearly taxes for the 

farm were $5.74. During part of the month of September of 1866, Victoria, Mary and the other 

children were unable to travel into town to sell their market produce or to attend church. The furies 

of rain had swelled the Miami and Mad Rivers causing another devastating flood in the area which 

washed over the covered bridges, splintered many canal boats and 

destroyed many houses. 

In the spring of 1867 the family was excited about the upcoming marriage of the 3rd eldest 

daughter, 21 year old Paulina Madlinger, to a young man named Daniel Glaser, a grocer. 

Especially thrilled was 18 year old Mary for she was to be the Maid of Honor. The wedding was 

held on 21 May 1867 at Holy Trinity church. Joseph Link and Mary Madlinger were recorded in the 

parish book as the witnesses. 

The following fall, Mary's grandmother, Anna Maria Strubel passed away in November of 

1867 at the age of 81. She had been born in Sasbachried on 11 March 1786 and was Victoria's 

mother who had accompanied the family to America in 1847. Fr. Goetz performed the services at 

Holy Trinity and she was buried at the St. Henry Catholic Cemetery in Dayton which was located 

on Main Street near Frank Street across from the County Fairgrounds. 

In 1870, Mary continued to live on the family farm and worked hard at the small market 

garden business. In the summers and early fall she continued to take their produce down into 

Dayton on market days. It appears most of her main social activities revolved around events at 

Holy Trinity church and with neighbors and friends. Her mother Victoria was now 51 years old and 

Victoria's five youngest children lived with her on the farm. Mary's sister Catherine was 19, 
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Josephine 13 and Louisa was 11. Her brother Anton was now 15 years of age and was a very 

hard working young man which was an immense help to the family. He also was very caring and 

helpful to his mother and all his sisters, a' role that he continued into all of his adult life. In this the 

year of 1870, Mary Madlinger is now 21 years of age. 

PART IV 

In Sasbachried Baden, letters from the Madlinger's and other emigrants who had left, 

occasionally were received over the years by their friends and families in the village. News had 

reached them of the end of the American southern states rebellion and that much welcomed 

peace again permeated the land. In 1869, Baden and other Germanic states had experienced 

many political changes. The separate Duchies and Kingdoms were near to signing an agreement 

that was spearheaded by the great Prussian statesman Otto Bismarck, which would unify them all 

into a German Empire headed by a German Emperor. This eventually came to pass in 1871 and 

created the country of Germany. However this also led to repression of the Catholic Church. 

A couple of years prior to this, in 1869, Benedikt Wald had reached the age of 18 and had 

been continuing his endeavors as a farmer. In the evenings when the Sasbachried villagers would 

gather on the commons, he would eagerly listen with most fascination to the occasional letters 

people would read aloud from their relatives in Amerika. They talked of vast wildernesses, land, 

job opportunities in newly flourishing towns and political and religious freedoms. Hard work and 

motivation could bring a man a good living. One can envision, as darkness engulfed the village 

and the glow of the hearth fire faintly illuminated his room, young Benedikt lying awake on his cot 

thinking about opportunities in that far off land. Young men's minds are full of dreams about the 

future. At some point, he made his decision. He would go. 

One can imagine how his father Ignaz and his mother Martha felt the evening young 

Benedikt sat with them and told them of his decision. As mentioned previously, emigration in those 

days usually meant parents never saw their children again. It's interesting to speculate how 

Benedikt had money for the trip. Perhaps he had spent time working extra jobs to save the money or 

perhaps some of his relatives in the town also helped with money. There is the possibility also that 

someone he knew in Amerika sent him money for the trip - his Uncle and Aunt Mathias Kunz and 

Franziska (Wald) Kunz for instance, had emigrated back in 1853. Through whatever means however, 

Benedikt did obtain enough money and in 1870 went to the Baden government office, made 

application to emigrate and it was approved. There is a strong likelihood that some other 

single young men of the village also applied, as emigrants usually traveled in groups. 
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In early January of 1871, 19 year old Benedikt packed a few belongings into a small bag, 

donned his coarse woolen coat, and after bidding goodby to his sister and brothers, started off to 

meet the other young men from the village whom he may have been traveling with. One can 

picture his father Ignaz and mother Martha with collars turned up against the cold windy air, 

walking with their son through the village. Martha most assuredly packed him food to eat on the 

trip. Goodbyes and tears were a private moment that we will never know. What we do know is that 

most goodbyes then were forever, they would probably never see each other again. 

And so, young Benedikt left his family and friends and the secure village of Sasbachried 

that day for dreams of an unknown future in Amerika. He either walked or rode a wagon to the 

nearby town where the railroad station was located, and took the long train journey north through 

the Kingdoms of Hessen, Westfalen and Hannover to the coastal port of Bremenhaven on the 

North Sea. He then waited in long lines to be processed at the Emigrants Building in 

Bremerhaven. 

Benedikt Wald then boarded the ship "S.S. MAIN" of the North German Lloyd Ship 

Company that left Bremenhaven and arrived in the port of New York on 30 January 1871. The ship 

"S.S. MAIN" was a steamship that also was rigged with sails. Winter crossings of the North 

Atlantic were treacherous. Winter storms caused very turbulent seas and most of the 197 

passengers were quartered below in the crowded steerage section of the ship which caused for a 

most uncomfortable journey. 

At last the ship made it's way into the New York Harbor and one can visualize Benedikt and 

the other passengers braving cold winds to climb up on the crowded deck and watch as the 

shoreline of their dreams came into view. The ship docked on the southern tip of Manhattan, 

gangplanks were lowered and Benedikt surged ahead with the crowd of passengers as they 

disembarked. They were led to the Immigration Landing Depot called "Castle Gardens" which had 

been converted from an old fort and where processing of immigrants took place. After going 

through the lengthy processing, Benedikt made his way to the railroad station and most likely gave 

the ticket agent the remaining money he had. He and the other immigrants began to realize at this 

point, the difficulties and frustrations of the language barrier as they tried to ask questions and 

directions and could not be understood. 

The journey by train through the wilderness country to Ohio was long and the speed of the 

train averaged about 20 miles an hour. There were no toilets and no eating accommodations, 

people ate what they brought with them or what they were able to buy at the towns the train 

stopped in. Every so often the brakeman would walk through the cabins with a bucket of water 
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and a few tin cups offering the passengers a drink. It was winter and Benedikt shivered with cold 

as the small woodstove in the cabin was very ineffective at warming the train car during the long 

ride. Heavy black soot drifted back from the engine through the cracks in the windows covering 

everything with a thin layer of black dust. However these accommodations were the norms of the 

time and were of no concern to Benedikt. After all, the young man was on the adventure of a 

lifetime, and he marveled at the beautiful American wilderness and the sporadic growing new 

towns the train passed through. 

It can be assumed that Benedikt's initial destination when he left Sasbachried was Dayton 

in Ohio as most Germans immigrants usually always joined others from their village already in 

America. Someone must have offered to help the young man when he came. Was it his parent's 

old neighbor Victoria Madlinger or another former Sasbachried villager who had settled in Dayton? 

Whoever it was, it can be assured that in his coarse woolen jacket, young Benedikt had the name 

and address of someone in Dayton scrawled on a by now crinkled piece of paper. As the lengthy 

journey neared it's end, he started to feel a normal excitement and anticipation as the train finally 

broke through the wooded lands of the Miami Valley and slowed to a halt at the Union Depot on 

Sixth street. 

Benedikt arrived to a much different Dayton 1871 then the Madlinger family had come to 24 

years prior. The town had grown considerably. The four and five story business section now 

stretched for two square blocks between 2nd and 4th streets on Main Street with a few stores 

going out 3rd Street. The section west of Wilkerson was all residential now all the way down to the 

Miami River. On Main Street homes started north of 2nd Street and when one crossed the recently 

constructed new iron bridge over the river, one was in the country of cultivated cornfields and 

woods. Homes had been built on Main Street south of 4th Street and the countryside started near 

the County Fairgrounds outside of town. A nice big residential home could be rented for $20.00 a 

month. The average wages for a summer farm laborer were $1.28 a day, for a carpenter - $2.73 a 

day and for a bricklayer - $3.37 a day. At the City Market a housewife could fill up her basket with 

the family roast, a weeks supply of butter and eggs and vegetables for $1.00. Fresh vegetables were 

not available in the winter months so the only time they could be enjoyed was in the summer when the 

farmers grew them and brought them into the market. 

Three covered bridges crossed the Miami River at Dayton View, 3rd and 5th Streets and 

another crossed the Mad River at the Troy ford crossing. Most of the bridges were built over the main 

current of the rivers and folks had to drive their buggys down through the river bed to cross the 

bridges. When the river was up one had to’ ford that section of the river bed through the water to get to 

the bridge. When the river was real high, no crossings were possible. 
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As a newcomer to the town, one can picture Benedikt, as any young man would do,eagerly 

strolling the streets to see his new home town. Main Street was dirt with some gravel and frequent 

rains kept it muddy and hole flled most of the time. Along the sides of the street he saw horses, 

buggys and drays (freight wagons) parked diagonally outside of the stores. Horse drawn busses 

with straw covered floors, rumbled along the uneven streets back and forth from Third and Main 

Streets to the train depot on Sixth Street with much creaking and clattering of harnesses and 

coach. Wooden boards had been laid for sidewalks and were protected from the rain by canvas 

awnings attached to the storefronts. Cows roamed the streets at will and the sight of a mother pig 

and her piglets nestled in a mud hole in the street or a goose ambling by drew no notice from 

passerbyers. 

As the town did not yet have a police department, Dayton was protected by a U.S. Marshal 

and about 15 Deputy Marshals. The former volunteer system of fire fighting had been replaced ir1 

1863 by a paid Dayton Fire Department which now boasted of a few steam hose-reel horse drawn 

wagons and around three fire stations. The only source of drinking water was what residents drew 

from the pump wells everyone had in their back yard. A city Water Works however, had begun and 

had just laid a few miles of water mains in the town. Dayton had one street, 3rd Street, which now 

had the convenience of the new horse drawn Street Car Railroad which had just been built along 

it's length and out to the National Soldier's Home west of the town. As dusk fell, Benedikt watched 

as young boys with a torch in their hand and a small ladder over their shoulders, would run to 

each street lamp, climb up and turn a handle, push the torch underneath to light the gas lamp, and 

then run on to do the same at the next lamps. The gas lamps provided uncertain and weak light 

yet their dim flickering created a relaxing glow against the dark silhouetted buildings. 

Shortly after his arrival Benedikt was able to obtain a job as a stonecutter at the John 

Weigand's Stone Yard located on Edgar Street between 2nd and 3rd Streets. During this time 

Dayton was nationally famous for it's limestone building stone. Hundreds of men and horses 

worked in the limestone quarries outside the town. Everyday Benedikt would see the four horse 

teams drawing the heavy wagons with huge stone blocks pull into Wiegand's Stone Yard. He and 

his fellow workers would use rope and pullies and horses to unload the huge blocks. Benedikt 

labored all day with a long steel toothless saw with sand as the cutting material. The saws were 

drawn back and forth by two workers. Water was used to wash out the waste material which then 

ran in a yellow stream to the canal. They would saw the monstrous blocks into slabs and pillars. 

They also cut other types of stone with hammers and chisels. The cut stone was then hoisted 

back on wagons and driven about a couple of blocks to the north where it was loaded onto canal 
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boats for shipment to other cities. Some of the stone was also sold locally for building use in 

Dayton. It was extremely strenuous and exhausting work yet Benedikt must have been happy at 

the opportunity to have a job. When he collected his wages at weeks end and tiredly walked home 

one can picture a smile on his face as his hand in his pocket held the money - more money than 

he had ever earned in his life before. 

It's not known where Benedikt resided the first couple of years after he arrived. Perhaps it 

was with the people who offered to help him when he came or more likely, it was a boarding room 

near his place of employment. It was typical of new single male immigrants to rent a room near 

where they worked and eat their meals at the nearby tavern. Although Benedikt struggled to learn 

English, he naturally spent much of what little leisure time he had socializing with the many other 

German speaking people in the area. He became a member of the German speaking church of 

Holy Trinity. 

At some point, Benedict, now 21 years of age started to become fond of Anton and Victoria 

Madlinger's daughter Mary. It's not known how they met. Perhaps at the social gatherings of 

Germans, or at Holy Trinity Church, or there is still that possibility that it may have been Victoria 

Madlinger who had offered to help the young man when he came from Germany. However the 

acquaintance with Mary occurred, the fondness started to grow. Benedikt had only been here 

shortly over a year, consequently his English was limited and what little he could speak was 

ladened with a very heavy German accent. Because of this, we can assume that Mary was 

bilingual - speaking English as she was born in America yet also speaking fluent German that she 

had learned from her family and social gatherings of Germans. 

Over the coming year their affection for each other grew stronger. One can visualize young 

Benedikt, strong muscled and darkly tan from his work in the stone yards, renting a horse at the 

livery stable and riding up to the Madlinger farm north of town. During the summer of 1873, the 

cooler breezes among the trees and countryside at the farm provided a most welcomed relief for 

him from the stifling heat in the town stone yards. Mary's mother, brother and sisters and their 

husbands started to become a second family for Benedikt. It was a good feeling for him as he was 

young and missed his own family he left behind in Sasbachried. 

Plans were made for the engagement ceremony, "die Verlobung", which was held at Holy 

Trinity church and was attended by all their friends and relatives. The German Americans at that 

time followed many of the customs from their homeland country. Assuming those customs were 

followed, Benedikt gave Mary a ring and slippers and she in turn gave Benedikt a ring. During 

their engagement, they wore the rings on their left hand and when they became married switched 
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the rings to their right hands. The night before the wedding they celebrated the "Polterabend" 

where all the guests gathered to celebrate. It was traditional at the "Polterabend" for the young 

men to blow off firecrackers, crack whips and discharge gun blasts to dispel evil and wish the 

couple good luck and happiness. 

On 20 August 1873, 22 year old Benedikt Wald and 24 year old Mary Madlinger were 

married by Fr. Goetz at Holy Trinity Church. The wedding party and witnesses to the marriage 

were Mary's brother Anton Madlinger, her sister Catherine Madlinger, Mary Elizabeth Weigand, a 

friend who must have been related to Benedi.kt‘s employer John Weigand, and friend Frederick 

Koehler. As Mary and Benedikt left the church it's likely that they were met with the German 

custom of "roping in the newly weds". Long red ribbons and garlands of flowers were held across 

the church doors by friends. The bridegroom must then buy the couples ransom by offering money 

or more frequently, promises of a beer party a few weeks after the wedding. 

In 1874, Benedikt and Mary were living at 1119 E. Third Street in Dayton, (near present day 

Keowee Street.) During that year they were excited as Mary was pregnant with her first child. On 

19 May 1874, their baby Anna was born. Almost two years later their second child was born on 19 

Feb 1876 and they named him Charles Wald. Benedikt was now 24 years and Mary was 26. 

Benedikt was still employed a John Weigand's as a stonecutter, and after a long strenuous day at 

the stoneyard, he must have looked forward to enjoying the time with his family in the evening. He 

and Mary were naturally enthralled by the smiles and everyday changing developments of the 

children. On 17 July 1878 their daughter Josephine was born. 

The home Mary and Benedikt lived in, was heated by fireplaces and a wood cookstove in 

the kitchen. In the winter, when frost etchings covered the window panes, the children would all 

hastily go from the cold bedrooms and Mess in the warm kitchen where Mary had started the fire 

in her cookstove. Benedikt would light the wood in the fireplaces, and then they would wash using 

the large basin and pitcher on the washstand that held water brought in from the well. After eating 

breakfast, Benedikt would go out back to the stable to feed his horse before walking down to the 

stoneyards. 

On 5 October 1878, Benedikt rode the horse drawn street rail car down to the Montgomery 

County courthouse. He went into the Probate Court office in the rotunda under the skylight dome and 

filed a Declaration of Intent to become a U.S. citizen. This paper stated he was 27 years old and was a 

native of Baden owing allegiance to the Grand Duke of Baden and the Emperor of Germany. 

During the past year the big excitement in discussions around town was when a few wires were 

strung up in between some businesses downtown and the Dayton Bell Telephone Company started 

telephone services to the ten business owners who subscribed. The first telephone exchange was 
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located over Kiefaber's Restaurant and Fruit Store by knocking a few holes in the shutter for the 

wires to pass through. 

Also that year, through much effort by Father Hahne of Emmanuel Catholic Church, there 

arrived in Dayton, Sr. Emilie and Sr. Columbia, two brown garbed Sisters of the Poor of St. 

Francis. They proceeded to rent a two story brick building on Franklin Street and opened a 12 bed 

hospital which they named St. Elizabeth. Thus, 82 years after the town had started, the people of 

Dayton now finally had their first hospital. Prior to this, extremely sick and terribly injured persons 

were cared for in their own home and consequently, many people died due to lack of sanitary 

conditions and skilled nursing care. An example of these conditions can be better realized by an 

incident reported in the Dayton newspaper prior to the arrival of the nuns. A young boy had fallen 

off a wagon on Main Street and was run over on the chest by one of the wagon's heavy wheels. 

The distraught and weeping parents wrapped their severely injured little boy in a blanket, put 

him back on the wagon and drove him home. 

News spread over Dayton of the dedicated Sister's much welcomed efforts and they were 

well received as they went about town knocking on doors and begging alms to support the 

hospital. More sisters arrived to help. (Four years later, due to an increasing need, the Sisters 

acquired 6 acres of land on the Patterson Brown farm down in Browntown and built a five story 

260 bed hospital on what was named Hopeland Avenue.) Through the sister's efforts, much 

needed medical care was finally available to the people of Dayton. 

Benedikt and Mary's last child Andrew, was born on 17 January 1880. During this year the 

family was residing at 1121 E. Third Street. Benedikt, age 29, is employed in a tavern. Mary is now 

31 years of age and has been very busy at home with the young children Anna who is now age 6, 

Charles age 4, Josephine age 2 and baby Andrew. A German boarder named John Stetter is living 

with them and is employed at the Lead Works. 

Benedikt, Mary and the children would occasionally ride in their horse and buggy up the Old 

Troy Pike to visit Mary's mother Victoria at her farm. In 1880, Victoria was now 61 years of age 

and continued to work hard in the fields. Mary's four younger brother and sisters are still living 

there. Catherine is 26, Anton is 25, Josephine is 23 and Louisa is now 20. At some point over the 

years a larger brick house had been built on the farm. The value of their farm had increased over 

the years and was now valued at $3,000. They had $200 in farming implements and machinery 

and $220 worth of livestock. In the past year their farm productions valued $450 of which $300 

worth were sold at the City Market. Their township and county taxes for the year were $10.57 and 

their road tax was 54 cents. They produced 2 tons of hay, 300 lbs. of butter, 8 bushels of dry 
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beans, 5 7 bushels of sweet potatoes and had planted one acre of Irish potatoes which yielded a 

crop of 50 bushels. Two calves were born and sold. They owned 4 horses, 2 milk cows, 6 swine 

and 11 chickens. Benedikt and Mary's young children Arma, Josephine and Charley must have 

surely enjoyed those excursions up to the farm. 

In the fall of 1880, Benedikt went back down to the courthouse at Third and Main Streets to 

be naturalized as a U.S. citizen. It was a very special and meaningful day for him which he had 

awaited with much anticipation. He had filed his Declaration of Intent on 5 October 1878 and was 

now back at the Probate Court on 6 October 1880 only one day after the required two year waiting 

period was over. John Hanck of Wayne Street and August Wandascher of Market Street, 

presumably two of Benedikt's friends, attested to the Judge of Benedikt's good moral character 

and his adherence to the constitution of the U.S. It was a very excited and proud 29 year old 

Benedikt Wald who took the oath of United States citizenship that day. 

Benedikt evidently maintained close ties through letters over the past years, with his family 

in Sasbachried Germany. In 1881 his father Ignaz was 58 years old and his mother Martha was 

51. His sister Maria Anna was 24 and his brother Norbert was now 26 years of age and working as 

a farmer. During this year of 1881, Benedikt helped arrange and presumably sent money to help 

pay for ship tickets for his two youngest brothers to emigrate to America. Xaver Kunz and Josef 

Kunz left Sasbachried, traveled to the port of Antwerp in Belgium, crossed the Atlantic ocean and 

arrived at the port of Philadelphia in the summer of 1881. 

As Benedikt stood on the platform of the Union Railroad Station on Sixth street, one 

can image his thoughts as he stared off into the distant hills east of Dayton. It had been ten years 

since he had seen his brothers. Xaver had been 12 years old and Josef only 6 years old when 

Benedikt had left his village to come to America. What excitement must he have felt in anticipation 

to see his brothers after so long of a separation. As he waited his mind may have possibly 

wandered to thoughts of his younger years in Sasbachried and the experiences he and his family 

had shared. A distant train whistle brought him out of his reverie and his excitement intensified as 

the train slowed to a halt. His eyes searched the many passengers descending from the train cars. 

At last he saw two young men each holding a cloth bag step down with unsurety, their eyes also 

searching the crowd on the platform. What happiness Benediktmust have felt as they met. They 

weren't the little boys he had remembered, Xaver, age 22, had grown into manhood and young 

Josef hadjust turned 17 on the trip. They all climbed into the buggy and Benedikt reined his horse 

through the dirt streets towards home. 
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Mary Wald and the young children most assuredly had been anxiously awaiting. Mary, 

being born in the America, had never known Benedikt's family except through letters. One can 

picture her spending the day cooking and baking in preparation for a fine dinner. As Benedikt 

pulled the buggy around to the house, one can picture young Anna, Charley and Josephine 

running out excitedly to meet them. The sight of Mary and their nieces and nephews who they 

were seeing for the first time brought smiles to the faces of Xaver and Josef. One can envision the 

happiness that evening as the brothers spent long hours after dinner sitting in the kerosene lamp 

lit parlor, talking about the experiences they had when they were young and sharing the things 

each had experienced in the ten years they were apart. 

Xaver and Josef lived with Benedikt and Mary Wald. Benedikt helped Xaver get a job as a 

painter. After about two years Xaver moved to a boarding house at 428 E. First Street. Josef lived 

with Benedikt and Mary for four years until he was 21 years old during which time he worked as a 

machine hand. He began to use the English spelling of his name - Joseph. 

During this year of 1881, much family excitement also was felt about the marriages of Mary 

Wald's brother and sister held at Holy Trinity Church. Mary's brother Anton 36 Madlinger married 

Elizabeth Nook on 31 May 1881. He was 26 years of age and had two years prior, bought a farm 

on the Mad River Valley Turnpike, (present day Valley St), where he had started a garden market 

business to sell in the Dayton Central City Market. Elizabeth's brother Phillip Nock and Anton's 

sister Josephine Madlinger were witnesses. (Anton later also became a trustee of Mad River 

Township in Montgomery County.) Mary's youngest sister Louisa Madlinger married on 13 October 

1881 at the age of 22, to John Trick, a blacksmith. They started their home on the Troy Pike. 

Witnesses were James Trick and Josephine Madlinger. 

In June of 1882, Benedikt Wald had been able to save enough money to buy property from 

the Widow Mary Horn. He paid $1,260 for lot #2154 in Dayton which was located between 2nd & 

3rd Streets on Edgar Street. About one year after that, many people around Dayton traveled 

downtown with curiosity to see the much talked about new street lights. The Dayton Electrical 

Light Company had in February of 1883, put 50 arcs lamps in service in the downtown business 

district and people marveled at the brilliant illumination. (Electricity did not become common usage 

in residential areas until the mid 1890's.) 

In July of 1884, 100,000 people, one of the largest crowds in Dayton history, assembled to 

celebrate the 20 year anniversary of the ending of the War of Rebellion (Civil War). They came to 

honor the re-union of the National Grand Army of the Republic and to see. the dedication of the 

new soldier's monument which would stand guard at the head of Main Street. As this was the 
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largest and most anticipated event of the decade, it is most likely that Benedikt and Mary Wald 

took their excited children Anna age 10, Charley 8, Josephine 6, and 4 year old Andrew to the 

festivities. There was a grand parade of survivors of the War of Rebellion, posts of the Grand 

Army of the Republic, veterans from the National Soldiers Home and the Old Guard. They 

marched on foot and in carriages up Main Street past the grandstand which sat former President 

Rutherford B. Hayes, General Joseph G. Hawley, General Rosencrans, Senator John Sherman, 

(brother of Gen. William Tecumseh Sherman) General R.P. Kennedy, the Governor of Ohio and 

other dignitaries. In the evening people crowded the riverbank to see replicas of two iron clad 

Union gunboats come down the river and engage in a very realistic appearing mock battle with 

rebel soldiers on the shore. The festivities culminated with a brilliant display of fireworks. 

On 16 September 1885, Benedikt sold his Edgar Street home of three years to Phillip 

Stoffel for $1,260 and on the same day bought Lot #2275 from Phillip Stoffel for $4,400. The 

building was located at 1121 E. 3rd Street between Clinton and Edgar Street, (present day Bates 

Street), and had 33 feet of yard space in between the building and Third Street. His yearly taxes 

for the building were $26.39 and the street light tax was 72 cents. The two story brick building had 

fireplaces in each room and a beautiful wooden staircase that circled to the upstairs. Benedikt and 

his family made their home in the upper level and converted the downstairs into a small restaurant 

and tavern. 

Benedikt now was the owner of the restaurant and tavern business. This was quite an 

enterprising endeavor which showed some speculative foresight on his part. The city of Dayton 

was growing rapidly, the population five years prior in 1880 had been 38,678. The city would 

double it's size in 16 years and by 1896 the population would reach 80,000. The main reason for 

this rapid growth was the huge influx of immigrants into the town most who were from Germany 

and other European countries. A very large number of the immigrants were young single men who 

rented the vastly increasing rooms in the boarding houses and rented rooms in the upstairs of the 

business district buildings. These men found jobs, lived in the boarding rooms and ate their meals 

at local taverns in the town such as Benedikt's tavern. (In 1885, the term used for "tavern" was 

"saloon", and should not be equated with modern Hollywood's stereotype of a "saloon" as they are 

depicted in the wild west motion pictures. A saloon or tavern in 1885 Dayton was merely an eating 

establishment which also was authorized to sell beer, wine, etc. as many of our modern 

restaurants do. For example, the Dayton City Directory of 1885 lists 311 "saloons" and 24 

restaurants in the town. Also, beer for Germans at that time was considered a food and part of 

their diet. It was customary for people to drink a glass of beer with their meals.) 
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Benedikt's tavern, not only provided the single immigrants with eating facilities but also 

provided them with an environment where they could meet and socialize with the other German 

speaking residents who lived in that area of town and who also ate and socialized in the 

restaurant/taverns. The new immigrants, who were struggling trying to learn and speak English in 

their job environments, felt comfortable at Benedikt's tavern as it was a time they could relax 

among their countryman. And, as evening settled over the town, they would happily sing the 

traditional songs of their homeland and nostalgically remember their village's and the families they 

left behind and missed so very much. 

That spring of 1885, Mary Wald's sister Catherine Madlinger age 33, had married Henry 

Koehler on May 5 at Holy Trinity. Witnesses were William Koehler and Josephine Madlinger. 

Catherine and Henry Koehler made their home on the Madlinger farm with Catherine's mother 

Victoria. 

On the 1st day of November 1886, Benedict Wald met his brother's Xaver and Joseph 

down at the Probate Court for the special occasion of their naturalizations of United States 

citizenship. Lorenz Fasick and Peter Schneider, two of Xaver's friends attested for him. Benedikt 

Wald and Frank Lipp attested to the good moral character and adherence to the constitution by 

Joseph. Benedikt proudly watched as his brothers Xaver age 27, and Joseph age 22, took the 

oath of citizenship. 

In the winter of 1887, Benedikt and Mary's children are all attending school. Anna is now 

12, Charley 10, Josephine 8 and Andrew 7. In the winter months, the big excitement for the 

children in the area, was iceskating on the Mad and Miami Rivers. School children would take 

their skates to school and when the last bell rang, would grab the skates and run down to the river. 

Also during winter when snow would cover the ground, families would leave their buggies in the 

stable and hook up their sleighs to the horse which was a necessity for getting around. Also during 

this time one of the main attractions each winter was the First Street sleigh races from Main Street 

to the levee. Many folks would gather to watch the races of the sleighs with their accompanying 

jingle of bells. 

Over the next two years Benedikt, Mary and the children joined in the festive family 

gatherings at three more weddings. Benedikt's brother Joseph Kunz married Frances Link at Holy 

Trinity on 6 June 1888. Witnesses were his brother Xaver Kunz and Bertha Kastle. On 2 Oct 1889, 

Xaver Kunz married Bertha Kastle at Holy Trinity. Mary Wald's sister Josephine Madlinger married 

that same year to Philip Nock a widower with two young children. They married at Holy Rosary 

Church. 
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Holy Rosary Church had just been built in 1888 to serve the growing German speaking 

population of North Dayton. The first mass and dedication of the church was held on Christmas 

day 1888 and afterwards the first baptisms in the new church took place. One of the three children 

baptized after the dedication was Charles Anton Madlinger, son of Mary Wald's brother Anton 

Madlinger. As Mary was quite close to her brother Anton, it's most likely that Benedikt and Mary 

Wald were there that day at the Holy Rosary Church dedication and the baptism of their nephew. 

(The present day old section of Our Lady of Rosary School was the original church called Holy 

Rosary that was built in 1888.) All Mary Wald's family who lived in North Dayton started to attend 

Holy Rosary and her brother Anton Madlinger later became a trustee of the church. 

The 1890's saw the beginnings of some vast improvements in the living conditions for the 

people of Dayton. The White Line Street Railroad Company was operating the first Street Railway 

on a few Dayton streets, which were powered by electricity. Also natural gas had been introduced 

in a small area of the city and the first brick paving of a street had been on a section of 5th Street 

between Wayne and McReynolds. Other business area streets were eventually over the years 

paved which the people of Dayton found luxurious to ride on compared to the muddy hole filled 

and dusty dirt roads they were used to. Previous to this time there was no sanitation facilities in 

the city. People used outhouses in their backyards, horse manure with it's accompanying flies was 

shoveled into piles near every home and there was no provision for city garbage pickup. There 

were no sewers only cesspools which contributed to sickness and pestilence. Consequently 

typhoid fever, cholera and scarlet fever made the rounds of the neighborhoods with tragic results. 

During the 1890's a city sewer system started to be constructed and eventually reached many 

residential homes over the next 20 years. In 1895 an inter-urban electric street car railroad had 

begun to towns surrounding Dayton. The 1890's also saw the excitement of the bicycling craze. 

The adults in town all started to own bicycles and many biking clubs were formed. Weekends 

were a time for many fun outings of riding about town or on excursions out into the country. The 

few bicycle shops in town including the shop at 1005 W. Third street owned by the brothers Wilbur 

and Orville Wright saw booming business. 

In 1894 Benedikt Wald, age 43, in addition to being the proprietor of the tavern business for 

almost 10 years, also started to work as a machinist. His son Charles Wald, age 18 was also 

working as a machinist and daughter Anna was working as a dressmaker. Two years later, in 

1896, the city of Dayton had a huge celebration to commemorate the 100 year birthday of the city. 

Every citizen had a part in the celebration. Floats carrying 11,000 school children waving flags and 

banners rode from Newcom's Cabin to Main Street. As most of the school children of the city were 
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involved, it is possible that Benedikt and Mary's youngest children Josephine and Andrew also 

took part. The day was filled with parades, historical pageants and fireworks. 

Benedict and Mary's eldest daughter Anna Wald, now age 23, married on 21 April 1897 at 

Holy Trinity Church to 22 year old Frank A. Reigelsperger. Frank, a molder by trade, was the son 

of Anton Reigelsperger who owned a farm near the small village of Harshmanville in Mad River 

Township. Anna and Frank moved to a home at 1209 E. Third Street. 

During this time Charles Wald, Benedikt's eldest son had been dating a young girl, Matilda 

Zobrist who lived a 745 E. Springfield St. in Dayton. Matilda was the daughter of Jacob Zobrist, 

born in either Switzerland or Germany, and Theresa Koenig born in Germany. Matilda's parents, 

her brother's Joseph and Edward Zobrist and her sister Theresa joined with Benedikt and Mary's 

family on 17 May 1899 at Holy Trinity Church for the marriage of 23 year old Charles Wald and 22 

year old Matilda Zobrist. Charles and Matilda rented a home on East Springfield Pike in Mad River 

Township for about three years then bought a home in East Dayton at 118 N. Ayers, (later named 

Hedges Street.) 

PART V 

At the turn of the century, in 1900, Benedikt is nearing 50 years of age and Mary is 51. 

Benedikt has been working as a machinist. They own their home and it is free of mortgage. The 

two youngest children Josephine, age 22, and Andrew 20, are still living at home and both are 

employed as laborers. Benedikt's yearly taxes for his home are now $28.77 and his light tax is 

$1.24. 

In 1901, Mary Wald's mother Victoria Madlinger developed pneumonia and after being ill for 

ten days, passed away at the age of 81 on February 11th. She had always remained quite active 

and had enjoyed working the fields of her farm. She had about fifty grandchildren who brought her 

much pleasure. Services for Mary's mother were held at Rosary Church. In March, the Gedenk-

Blatter, a magazine supplement to the Dayton German newspaper, Daytoner Volks-Zeitung, 

printed a picture of and tribute to Victoria Madlinger calling her one of the first female German 

American pioneer settlers in the Miami Valley. 

That summer, in July 1901, Mary Wald and all of her sisters and brother sold their interest 

in the Madlinger farm which they had kept out of respect to their mother these past 36 years, to 

their sister Catherine Koehler who had lived on the farm all her life. The deed was signed by 

Daniel Glaser and Emma Glaser, (his second wife), Mary Wald and her husband Benedikt Wald, 

Sophia Hambrecht and her husband Phillip Hambrecht, Magdalena Werher and her 2nd husband 
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Otto Werher, Anton Madlinger and his Wife Elizabeth Madlinger, Josephine Nook and husband 

Philip Nock, and Louisa Trick and her husband John Trick. 

The following year, on 8 February 1902, Benedict and Mary's grandson Carl Benedict Wald 

was born. He was the eldest child of Benedikt's son Charles Wald and his wife Matilda. Carl 

Benedict Wald was named after his father and his grandfather. (Carl is the English spelling of the 

German name Karl which means Charles.) In addition to the normal excitement grandparents 

have when a grandchild is born, Benedikt also surely felt very proud that his grandson would carry 

his name. 

On 4 June 1903, Benedikt and Mary's youngest son Andrew, age 23, married 29 year old 

Theresa Dickman. Andrew and Theresa Wald moved to a home on West Fifth Street. Later that 

year, in December, quite incredible news reached the people of Dayton. The two brothers that 

owned the bicycle shop on the west side, Orville and Wilbur Wright, had succeeded in flying a 

winged machine that they had built to an altitude of 852 feet above the ground at Kitty Hawk in 

North Carolina. They flew the machine for 59 seconds. 

During the years 1904-1906, Benedikt recieved some sad news from his brother Norbert in 

Sasbachried, Baden, Germany. Benedikt's mother Martha had died on 11 February 1904 at the 

age of 73. Two years later his father Ignaz passed away on 9 December 1906 at the age of 83. 

Many people in the city of Dayton, including most likely some of the Wald's and Madlinger's, 

packed into crowded downtown streets on 17 June 1909 for the huge parade welcoming home the 

heroes Orville and Wilbur Wright. The brothers had just returned from a trip to France where they 

had been exhibiting their airplanes. Every factory whistle blew, all the church bells were rung and 

2,500 school children sang patriotic songs and formed a human U.S. flag at the Fairgrounds 

during the two day celebration honoring the Wright brothers. Also during these times, a 

remarkable invention of a machine called the "horseless carriage" or "automobile" started to 

appear puttering and clanking about the city streets alongside the horse and buggies. 

The following year Benedikt and Mary's daughter Josephine Wald, age 32, married Henry 

Snyder, a barber, on 21 August 1910 at Holy Trinity Church. Their home was located at 1229 S. 

Broadway Street in Dayton. 

In 1913, on March 13th, Benedikt Wald celebrated his 62nd birthday. Balmy spring air 

started to permeate the Miami Valley which was a relief after the cold winter. Nine days later Mary 

and Benedikt attended Easter Sunday services at Holy Trinity Church and presumably were at 

home that evening. That afternoon a fresh spring rain had started and it's sound on the rooftops 

and fresh smell signaled the hope for springs arrival. It started to rain harder throughout the day 
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however, and rained intermittently and yet hard again during the night. On Monday the rain 

intensified and came down very heavily and constantly all day and then torrentially through that 

night. On Tuesday morning March 24, water began cascading over the levees north and west of 

the town into the streets. Benedikt and Mary watched in horror as the water rose on 3rd Street at 

the rate of one inch per minute and poured into their home. Suddenly, without warning, the levee 

near Taylor Street, about three blocks to the north and a few blocks to the west of Benedikt and 

Mary's home, crumbled with a roar and a wave of water burst into the city streets. Frantically they 

tried to carry some things to the upper level of their home but the attempt became futile as the 

waters swirled about their waists so they quickly sought shelter upstairs. They watched from a 

window as the furiously rushing water rose to a depth of ten feet and it's strong current swept 

buggies and frantic horses down the street. 

A fear and dread spread through their hearts as they worried about their family. Most of 

Mary's family lived in North Dayton which lies lowest of any section of the city. Benedikt and 

Mary's son Charles Wald lived further up Third Street on Hedges. They hoped Charles and 

Matilda and their grandchildren Thelma, Harold and 11 year old Carl Benedict were safe. Benedikt 

and Mary's daughter Anna Reigelsperger and family lived not far from them. Their daughter 

Josephine and son Andrew lived on the west side of the Miami River not that very far from where 

Wolf Creek flows into it. 

An eerie silence spread over the city, all city noises were hushed and nothing was seen or 

heard but the steady rise of water and the roar of the current. Only frantic cries for help could be 

barely heard over the sound of rushing water. Suddenly Mary and Benedikt were startled by the 

distant sound of a huge explosion down Third Street. Combustional gases had exploded which 

caused a tremendous fire to break out near St. Clair Street. The fire raged uncontrollably and 

eventually destroyed two city blocks. 

Tuesday night was a cold, sleepless and frightening night as they were isolated, out of 

communications with everyone and in constant worry about their families. They could hear the 

banging of their furniture downstairs as it floated and bumped against the ceiling. 

Katherine K. Brown, who lived not very far from Benedikt's home, described that night in 

her journal which gives us a sense of what feelings Benedikt and Mary were also having. "Such a 

night 12, 1, 2, 3 o'clock - terrific fear - a storm raging without. Will the rain never stop - and yet see 

the fires. Coal cars on the railroad are burning - the heart of Dayton seems one awful blaze. 

Morning - the house is cold - the smell of oil comes from downstairs. We have watched and 

counted the steps all night in the hall to see how the water is moving up. The whistles downtown 
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are blowing every little bit. What signals are they giving? How they jar. Do they mean that the 

water is rising? Everyone is praying and walking the floor. The fires still rage in the distance." 

Finally on Thursday, the waters started to recede. The lower level of Benedikt's home was 

filled with mud caked thick on everything. The streets were filled with mud, debris and dead 

horses. The Red Cross brought in food and all the people stood in line for bread, dried beans, 

tinned soups and dry blankets. Mary and Benedikt were tremendously relieved to hear that all 

their children and grandchildren survived the flood. They commenced with the big job of carrying 

out buckets of mud and cleaning the house. 

When able to walk through the streets they were shocked at all the destruction. The famous 

Barney and Smith (Railroad) Car Works that was located three blocks from Benedikt's home was 

damaged so severely that they shortly thereafter went out of business. After this flood and the 

immense destruction it caused, a Flood Prevention Fund was started in Dayton. The slogan for 

the fund drive was "Remember The Promises You Made In The Attic". Remarkably, the people 

donated a total of about two million dollars to this fund which was then used to build five dams 

outside of the city. 

In 1914, the assassination of Archduke Ferdinand, nephew of the Austrian Emperor, by 

Serbian nationals in Sarajevo, Bosnia touched off a series events which led to World War. The 

German Emperor William II, who had been an ally of Austria, tried to avert war through diplomatic 

efforts, however Russia and France who sided with the Serbs began large army mobilizations 

near the German border. Germany, threatened by these mobilizations, issued an ultimatum to 

Russia to demobilize which was unanswered by Russia. The German Emperor then declared war. 

Thus an Austrian-Serbian war turned into a Russian-German war and tragically, into World War I. 

In 1917 the United States entered the conflict. This led to much anti-German hysteria 

throughout the country against ethnic American Germans. Most German language elementary 

schools for children closed and hundreds of German newspapers in America went out of business. 

Most German Singing Societies which held "Sangerfests" and were the much loved traditional get-

togethers of German Americans disbanded during this time. 

In Dayton, there was such a large amount of ethnic Germans that the discrimination's and 

hysteria about loyalty were subtle but still existent. More of a concern for the Dayton Germans 

were the torn emotional feelings of their loyalty to their new country America and their love for their 

homeland country of Germany. What emotional anguish must have been experienced by Benedikt 

Wald and others as they observed the country of their dreams, America, and the country of their 

homeland and their hearts, Baden in Germany engage in war. Young men in both America and in 
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Germany dutifully answered their country's call to enlist. At least four of Benedikt and Mary Wald's 

nephews served overseas. Mary's sister Catherine's son Henry Koehler served in the Meuse-

Argonne section of France in Sup. Company 322. Mary's brother Anton's son Clarence Madlinger 

served in Meuse-Argonne, France in Battery C -322. Two of Josephine (Madlinger) Nock's boys 

were in the Army: Benjamin Nock who fought in the battle of St. Mihiel in Company M-327 Infantry 

and Edward Nock who was injured and disabled in France in Company I- 331 Infantry. 

One can only imagine the torn emotional anxieties and worry felt by Benedikt, Mary and all 

their relatives during these times. They had concern and worry about their nephews named above 

who were in battle zones and also concern for their German relatives who may have served in the 

German army. What relief and joy they surely must have known when on 11 November 1918, an 

Armistice was signed and peace again was experienced by the people of the United States and 

Germany. 

In 1921, Benedikt had reached the age of 70 and Mary is now 72. The prior year on 

28 February 1920, they had bought a smaller home in North Dayton and moved there to 1315 

Leonard Street. They assumed the previous owner J .A. Bow's mortgage from the Gem City 

Building and Loan Association for $1,763. Evidently they kept the property they owned at 1121 E. 

Third Street for awhile as they did not sell that until 24 October 1922. 

They started to attend church at Our Lady of the Rosary that was close to their North 

Dayton home. During the past two years their other experiences were the excitement everyone 

had when the first radio station broadcasts started to be heard in Dayton. Also they saw a United 

States Law enacted which gave women the right to vote. 

Benedikt and Mary Wald spent the next eight years of their retirement enjoying their family, 

friends and church acquaintances. The 1920's were good times for Americans and the city of 

Dayton. They were termed the "Roaring 20's". However in October of 1929 the New York Stock 

Market "crashed" and suddenly banks started to close. The "Depression" years were about to 

begin. At the start of the year 1930, however, the family members were doing well. Benedikt and 

Mary had eight grandchildren who were now grown. Their daughter Anna Reigelsperger had four 

children: Edward, Leonora, Josephine and Ralph. Their son Charles Wald had four children: Carl 

Benedict, Thelma, Harold and Rosemary. 

Edward Reigelsperger was now about 32, was working as an assembler and lived at 1131 

Haynes Street with his wife Gertrude. Leonora Reigelsperger, age 30, was married to Charles 

Brown and Josephine Reigelsperger, age 28, was married to Leon Griffith. Ralph Reigelsperger, 

age about 23, worked as a machine hand and lived with his parents at 3200 E. Third Street. Their 

Page 91 of 101



father Frank Reigelsperger was employed as a chauffeur. 

Benedikt and Mary's son Charles Wald was now 54 years of age and was working as a 

toolmaker. He and his wife Matilda still lived at 118 N. Hedges Street. Their eldest son Carl 

Benedict Wald, age 28, was working as a tool designer. He had married Bernadine Crowley, 

daughter of Louis Crowley and Kathryn Shea, four years prior on 26 January 1926. The couple 

lived at 142 N. Quentin Ave. with their children Marilou age 3, Carl Benedict age 1, and their 

newest daughter JoAnn Wald born 12 January in the year of 1980. Charles and Matilda Wald's 

daughter Thelma Ann Wald, age about 21, was working as a stenographer and their son Harold, 

age 20 was working as a clerk. Both Thelma and Harold lived at home with their parents. The 

youngest daughter Rosemary Wald was 13 and attending school. 

In this the year of 1930, Benedikt's wife Mary (Madlinger) Wald passed away on January 

19th at the age of 80. The family members attended services at Rosary Church and Benedikt had 

Mary laid to rest at Calvary Cemetery quite near her mother Victoria Madlinger and her 

grandmother Anna Maria Strubel. Benedikt Wald passed away only 14 months later on Sunday 

March 29, 1931 at the age of 80 years. It had been 57 years earlier that Benedikt Wald and Mary 

Madlinger had youthfully walked in the evening along the farmlands of Mary's parents home on 

the Old Troy Pike relishing the country breezes and the fresh smell of flowers and dreaming of 

their future together. 
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-- "Celebration of One Hundred and Twenty Five Years" 1985. (Copies of pictures of Holy Trinity 
Church.) 

-- "Ships Of Our Ancestors" by M. Anuta; Published by Ships of Our Ancestors Inc., Menominee, 
Michigan 1983. (Copy of picture of the ship S.S. MAIN and excerpts regarding ship travel in the 
1800's). 
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION

UNITED STATES CENSUS

National Archives Census Microfilm - viewed at Dayton, Ohio Public Library. Original records are 
at the National Archives, Washington, DC. 

1850 -- Roll M432 713, Mad River Township, Montgomery Co. Ohio. 
Anton Madlinger - page 8 

1860 -- Roll M653 1014, Mad River Township, Montgomery Co. Ohio. 
Anton Madlinger - page 225A 

1870-- Roll MT8 314, Mad River Township, Montgomery Co. Ohio. 
Victoria Madljnger - page 188 

1880 -- Roll MT9 1052, Mad River Township, Montgomery Co. Ohio. 
Victoria Madljnger - page 638C 
Anton Reigelsperger - page 631B 

1880 -- Roll T9 1051, City of Dayton, Ohio. 
Benedikt Wald - Ward 1, page 77B 

1900 -- Roll T623 1306, Mad River Township, Montgomery Co. Ohio. 
Charles Wald - page 87B 
Victoria Madlinger - page 

1900 -- Roll M623 1307, City of Dayton, Ohio. 
Benedikt Wald - Ward 3, page 238A 
Xaver Kunz - Ward 3, page 243A&B 
Joseph Kunz - Ward 3, page 268B 
Frank Reigelsperger - Ward 3, page 

1910 -- Roll 624 1217, City of Dayton, Ohio. 
Benedikt Wald - Ward 3, page 119A 
Charles Wald - Ward 3, page 173A 
Frank Reigelsperger - Ward 3, page 170B 
Xaver Kunz - Ward 3, page 121B 
Joseph Kunz - Ward 3, page 165A 

1920 -- Roll T625 1420 City of Dayton, Ohio. 
Benedikt Wald - Ward 2, page 28A 
Charles Wald - Ward 2, page 88A 
Joseph Kunz - Ward 2, page 72A 

1920 -- Roll T625 1421, City of Dayton, Ohio. 
Andrew Wald - Ward 6, page 71B 
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U.S. CENSUS – AGRlCULTURAL SCHEDULE

1880 -- T1159 Roll 25, Mad River Township, Montgomery Co. Ohio. 
Anton Madlinger - page 17 &18 

1880 -- Roll T1159 95, Mad River Township, Montgomery Co. Ohio. 
Victoria Madlinger - page 15 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY OHIO PROBATE COURT 
(Books at the Montgomery Co. Records Center, Riebold Blg., Dayton, Ohio) 

MARRIAGES 

Benedikt Wald = Mary Madlinger 

Charles Wald = Matilda Zobrist 

Anna Wald = Frank Reigelsperger 

Andrew Wald = Theresa Dickman 

Magdalena Madlinger = Anton Wassum 

Magdalena Wassum = Otto Wahrer 

Paulina Madlinger = Daniel Glaser 

Louisa Madlinger = John Trick 

Anton Madlinger = Elizabeth Nook 

Catherine Madlinger = Henry Koehler 

Sophia Madlinger = Phillip Hambrecht 

Magdalena Madlinger = John Schnetz 

Valentine Strubel = Anna Kohus 

Xaver Kunz = Bertha Kastle 

Joseph Kunz = Frances Link 

Josephine Wald = Henry Snyder 

20 Aug 1873 - Vol. K, pg 400 

17 May 1899 - Vol. 29, pg 156 

21 Apr 1897 - Vol.27, pg 106 

4 Jun 1903 - Vol. 33, pg 382 

9 Jun 1864 - Vol. F, pg 497 

18 Nov 1884 - Vol. R, pg 59 

21 May 1867 - Vol. H, pg 171 

13 Oct 1881 - Vol. P, pg 45 

31 May 1881 - Vol. O, pg 532 

5 May 1885 - Vol. R, pg 240 

21 Jul 1862 - Vol. F, pg 56 

12 Apr 1858 - Vol. D, pg 169 

24 Mar 1881 - Vol. O. pg 173 

2 Oct 1889 - Vol. U, pg 183 

6 Jun 1888 - Vol. T, pg 237 

21 Aug 1910 - Vol. 50, pg 587 

BIRTHS

Anna Wald 

Charles Wald 

Josephine Wald 

Andrew Wald 

Carl Wald 

19 May 1874 Book page 140° #3946 

19 Feb 1876 Book page 18 #5638 

17 Jul 1878 Book page 88 #7899 

17 Jan 1880 Book page 135 #9379 

8 Feb 1902 Book page 189 #17 
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DEATHS 

Victoria Madlinger 

Paulina Madlinger 

11 Feb 1901 page 5 #13o 

20 Dec 1891 page 146 #44 

ESTATES 

Victoria Madlinger 

Benedikt Wald 

Magdalena Schnetz 

Valentin Strubel 

Estate # 32751 

Estate # 73277 

Estate # 34745 

Estate # 32600 

STATE OF OHIO DEPT. OF HEALTH – VITAL STATISTICS 
(Records are at State Office in Columbus and the Combined Health District in Dayton 

BIRTHS 

Harold Wald 9 Sept 1910 Reg Dist 411 File #1858 

Rosemary Wald 19 June 1917 Reg Dist 904 File # 1700 

DEATHS 

Theresa (Dickman) Wald 

Mary (Madlinger) Wald 

Benedikt Wald 

Joseph Kunz 

March 23, 1922 

January 19, 1930 

March 29, 1931 

October 8, 1951 

NEWSPAPER OBITUARIES 

Reg Dist 904 File # 564 

Reg Dist 904 File # 126 

Reg Dist 904 File # 798 

Reg Dist 1803 File # 369 

(Microfilm at Montgomery Co & Dayton Library, Dayton, Ohio)

Victoria Madlinger 

Mary Wald 

Benedikt Wald 

Frances (Link) Wald 

Joseph Kunz 

Joseph Kunz 

Dayton Daily News 

Daytoner Volks-Zeitung 

Gedenk-Blatter 

Dayton Daily News 

Dayton Daily News 

Dayton Daily News 

Dayton Daily News 

Dayton Journal Herald 

February 13, 1901 

February 13, 1901 

March 9, 1901 

December 30, 1899 

December 30, 1899 

December 30, 1899 

December 30, 1899 

December 30, 1899 
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NATURALIZATIONS - CITIZENSHIPS 
(Original books at the Montgomery Co. Records Center, Riebold Blg.; microfilm at the 

Dayton Library and the Wright State University Library.) 

Anton Madlinger - Montgomery Co. Ohio Common Pleas Court, 16 Sep 1852 - Vol V page 469 
& Vol CC-1 pg. 108. 

Benedikt Wald - Montgomery Co. Ohio Probate Court: Declaration of Intent, 5 Oct 1878 
Vol. PC2 page 236; Citizenship, 6 Oct 1880 - Vol PC13 page 26/27. 

Xaver Kunz - Montgomery Co. Ohio Probate Court: Declaration of Intent, 18 Oct 1884 Vol 
PC3 page 15; Citizenship, 1 Nov 1886 - Vol PC14 page 135. 

Joseph Kunz - Montgomery Co. Ohio Probate Court, Citizenship, 1 Nov 1886 - Vol 25, page 
183. 

Valentin Strubel -Montgomery Co. Ohio Common Pleas Court: 16 Sep 1852 - Vo1V pg 469 & 
Vol CC-1 pg 92. 

DAYTON OHIO CITY DIRECTORIES 
(At Dayton Public Library, Dayton Ohio) 

Wald - 1871 to 1940 
Kunz - 1880 to 1940 
Snyder - 1924 to 1940 
Reiglesperger - 1898 to 1940 

DEEDS 
(Montgomery County Recorders Office, Dayton, Ohio.) 

-- Anton Mad]inger's eight children buy farm in 1865 - Vol W3 page 417 & 418. 

-- Benedikt Wald buys Lot #2154 in City of Dayton. 1882 - Vol 127 page 423 & 424. 

-- Benedikt Wald sells Lot #2154 in City of Dayton. 1885 - Vol 144, page 117 & 118. 

-- Benedikt Wald buys Lot #2275 (1121 E. Third St.) in City of Dayton. 1885 - Vol 144, page 118 & 
119. 

-- Catherine (Madlinger) Koehler buys the family farm from her brother and sisters. 1901 - Vol 238 
page 230, 231, 232. 

-- Charles Wald buys lot # 16295 & 16296 (118 N. Ayers St. later named Hedges St.) in City of 
Dayton. 1902 - Vol 246 page 78 & 79.

-- Benedikt Wald buys lot #23034 (1315 Leonard St.) in Dayton.1920 - Vol 439 page 206.

-- Benedikt Wald sells lot #2275 (1121 E. Third St.) in Dayton. 1922 - Vol 489, page 40.
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-- Andrew Wald sells his one-fourth interest in lot 23034 (1315 Leonard St.) to his brother Charles 
and sisters Anna and Josephine. 1932 - Vol 710 page 563. 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY OHIO TAX LISTS 
(Originals at Montgomery Co. Ohio Records Center, Dayton, Ohio.) 

Benedikt Wald -- 1884 City of Dayton
Benedikt Wald -- 1900 City of Dayton
Victoria Madlinger -- 1865 Mad River Township, Montgomery Co. Oh.
Victoria Madlinger -- 1900 Mad River Township, Montgomery Co. Oh.

ARCHDIOCESE OF CINCINNATI OHIO ARCHIVES 

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH - DAYTON OHIO 

MARRIAGES 

Paulina Madlinger = Daniel Glaser 21 May 1867 #6 
Benedikt Wald = Mary Madlinger 20 Aug 1873 #9 
Louisa Madlinger = John Trick 13 Oct 1881 #19 
Anton Madlinger = Elizabeth Nock 31 May 1881 
Magdalena Madlinger = Otto Wahrer 18 Nov 1884 
Catherine Madlinger = Hem'y Koeller 5 May 1885 #14 

BURIALS 

Anna Marie Strubel 21 Nov 1867 

RECORDS RECEIVED FROM THE CHURCHES 

EMMANUEL CHURCH - DAYTON OHIO 

BAPTISMS 

Mary Madlinger 13 May 1849 #35 
Catherine Madlinger 30 Nov 1851 #132 
Anton Madlinger 11 Jan 1855 
Josephine Madlinger 25 Mar 1857 
Louisa Madlinger 23 Oct 1859 

BURIALS 

Anton Madlinger 19 Oct 1859 
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OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY CHURCH

BURIALS

Victoria Madlinger 14 Feb 1901

OTHER SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

Mrs. Betty Crawford of Kettering Ohio, grand-daughter of Catherine (Madlinger) Koehler, 
contributed copies of the following documents, (original documents are in her possession.) 

- 1847 Baden Germany passport of Anton Madlinger and family when they emigrated to 
America. 

-Funeral mass cards of Benedikt Wald, Catherine (Madlinger) Koehler, Louisa (Madlinger) 
Trick and Josephine (Madlinger) Nock. 

- Deed of D.K. Estes to the children of Anton Madlinger in 1865. 
- Schedule of payments by Anton Madlinger for the farm he bought in 1847. 
– Picture of the Madlinger farm in 1934.
–

Mrs. Georgie Schmalstig of Camdenton Missouri, great grand-daughter of Sophia (Madlinger) 
Hambrecht, contributed the photographs of Victoria Madlinger, Catherine Koehler, Sophia and 
Phillip Hambrecht and the family group photo of the Madlinger family taken cf 1885. Original 
photographs are in her possession. M. LeButt made copy photos, negatives in my possession. 

Aloysious and Rita Trick of Vandalia, Ohio. Al is the grandson of Louisa (Madlinger) Trick. They 
contributed copies of photographs of Louisa Trick and her children and Madlinger family picture. 

Rosella (Kunz) Wolfe of Trotwood Ohio, daughter of Joseph Kunz, contributed copies of Joseph 
Kunz‘s 1881 traveling papers from the Baden government to emigrate to America. Also the 1904 
Sasbachried, Baden, Germany estate settlement papers of Martha (Wald) Kunz. (Original 
documents are in Rosella's possession.) 

Baden, Germany Emigration Lists. Microfilm at the Family History Library, Salt Lake City, Utah. 
-- Anton Madlinger Family 1847, Microfilm # .... .. 
-- Benedikt Wald 1871, Microfilm #1180094. 

Copy of photograph of the ship Benedikt Wald came to America on, the "S.S. MAIN." From the 
book Ships of Our Ancestors, by M. Anuta; 1983, Published by Ships of Our Ancestors, Inc. 
Menominee, Michigan, page 183. 

Passenger List of the ship "S.S. MAIN" including Benedikt Wald. Original at the National Archives, 
Washington, DC; Microfilm Publication #M-237, Roll 339 pg. 1 8: 4. 

Benedikt Wald listed in Germans To America- List of Passengers Arriving At U.S. Ports, Volume 
25, Jan 1871 - Sept 1871 by Ira Glazier and W. Filby published by SR Scholarly Resources Inc. 
Wilmington, Delaware 1992. 
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CATHOLIC CHURCH RECORDS
SASBACH AND SASBACHRIED, BADEN, GERMANY

All information regarding the births, marriages and deaths of the Wald, Kunz, Madlinger and 
related families that took place in Germany were obtained from the Catholic Church register books 
of Sasbach and Sasbachried, Baden, Germany. Original books are at the churches. These 
records are also on microfilm at the Family History Library in Salt Lake City and can be ordered 
and viewed at any Family History Library Branch at various local Churches of Jesus Christ of The 
Latter Day Saints. Microfilm numbers are listed below. This list is organized by events: baptisms, 
marriages and burials. If ordering please note that some of these events are on the same 
microfilm rolls. 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF SASBACH 

(These rolls include the church of Sasbach and chapels at Sasbachried, Sasbachwalden 
and Obersasbach.) 

BAPTISMS 

YEARS 

1697 - 1745 Roll 865510 

1697 - 1807 Roll 865511 

1745 - 1782 Roll 865514 

1782 - 1803 Roll 865515 

1803 - 1841 Roll 865516 

1810 - 1850 Roll 865517 

1836 - 1853 Roll 865518 

1854 - 1900 Roll 865519 

MARRIAGES 

YEARS 

1697 - 1745 Roll 865510 

1745 - 1807 Roll 865512 

1807 - 1816 Roll 865513 

1810 - 1923 Roll 865517 

SASBACHRIED 

BURIALS 

YEARS 

1697 - 1745 Roll 865510 

1745 - 1795 Roll 865513 

1795 - 1830 Roll 865515 

1810 - 1850 Roll 865517 

1831 - 1867 Roll 865518 

1868 - 1930 Roll 865519 

(Prior to 1810 all Sasbachried records were kept in the Sasbach Church Registers. In 1810, 
separate church registers were kept for the town of Sasbachried). 

YEARS 
1810 - 1869 Roll 1055103 Births and Marriages 
1810 – 1869 Roll 1055104 Burials 
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Items from the Wald binder not included in this history

Researchers Observations, Marianne LeButt, June 1993 

Kinship of Mary Madlinger 

Kinship of Carl Benedict Wad 

Kinship of Benedikt Wald 

Chart: Direct Descendants of Johann Madlinger to 6th Great-Grandchildren 

Chart: Direct Descendants of Lorenz Wald to 6th Great-Grandchildren 
Chart: Direct Descendants of Lorenz Wald to 7th Great-Grandchildren 

Chart: Direct Descendants of Michael Kunz to 5th Great-Grandchildren 

The Descendants of Lorenz Wald – Nine Generations 

The Descendants of Michael Kuntz – Eight Generations 

The Descendants of Johann Madlinger – Six Generations 

Family Group Sheet: Anton Madlinger 

The Ancestors of Carl Benedict Wald 

Maps of Germany 

NOTE: There is a section for family pictures but only one picture is in the binder. I assume it is 
the Anton Madlinger family. 
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